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NOTE. 


The attention of subscribers is drawn to the fact 
that owing to the large number of recruits who have 
left the Postal Service for the Army, and the necessary 
reorganization of the Staff, some delay in the delivery 
of the ‘Library World’? may occur in the post at 
home as well as abroad. 
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EDITORIAL. 


Before the appearance of our next issue, the Annual 
Meeting of the Library Association will have taken place. 
In many ways, as indicated last month, it will be an interesting 
meeting, largely because it is in the nature of an experiment. 
International conditions, the state of national and municipal 
finance, the absence of library workers with the colours, 
and the omission of social events, all tend to influence its 
character. It is possible, however, that these very circum- 
stances may increase the interest in the actual conference 
business, especially as the programme bears largely upon the 
War. The programme itself is formidable, and it will be 
interesting to see how the section on the literature of the 
war, for example, will be treated. Probably the Publications’ 
Committee have in mind the book symposia which are a 
feature of the meetings of various library associations in the 
United States. These consist of a few minutes’ characterisa- 
tion, by an opener, of a certain book or type of literature, 
and a discussion after it. The experiment was attempted in 
London last year at one of the monthly meetings, but owing 
to a misapprehension the speaker gave an excellent lecture 
on Francis Thompson of more than an hour’s duration, when 
he had been expected to give a brief description of Francis 
Meynell’s biography of that poet. If any gatherings for a 
similar purpose are arranged, we hope the speakers will be 
primed sufficiently to avoid that error. As for social events, 
their omission is less likely to be felt in London than any- 
where else in the Kingdom. London is a perennial source of 
social amusement in itself, and the evenings can readily be 
filled there—“chacun a son goit ’—really better than by 
attending pre-arranged gatherings. 


We learn with real regret that the hope we expressed in 
June that the Library Association election would not be dis- 
figured by the “circular” has not been realized. Two 
circulars have appeared, one detailing at some length the 
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personal grievances of an individual member, of the quality 
of which we confess ourselves unable to judge upon the evidence 
offered ; the other, and much more serious, emanating from 
the section of the Library Association which offended so 
grievously last year. It should be placed upon record that 
to use the machinery of the Branch of an Association to foist 
the will of the small minority of the profession who form its 
Council upon the Association at large, is not only a selfish 
policy ; it is actively evil. This circular names twelve men 
as having been nominated from a certain area. If all these 
men were elected this Branch Association would have a repre- 
sentative to every eight or nine members! Usually, however, 
such tactics bring their own Nemesis. Our sincere hope is 
that this is the last time that the political method of the 
caucus may be applied in these elections. A Council drawn 
from the whole country may not be faultless, but one dominated 
by a single provincial district would be intolerable. 


* 


The index to periodicals undertaken by a committee of 
the Library Association has materialised to some extent, and 
parts of it are being issued in the form of class lists in The 
Atheneum. The examples we have seen are well done, and 
consist of a list on Science and Technology with special reference 
to the War, covering January to June of this year. On this 
subject the contents of sixty-three periodicals have been issued 
in alphabetico-subject order, and an index of authors completes 
the work. Similar lists on History, Strategy, and Economics 
of the War are in progress, and the finished work should prove 
of great value to all librarians. In the limited form in which 
we have it at present its usefulness and timeliness are un- 
doubted. 

* * * 


At the recent Conference of the American Library Associa- 
tion, Dr. Putnam, in an address characteristic of his thought 
and vitality, raises once more the fiction question. Five 
years ago, he tells us, he thought that fiction less than a year 
old should be left to subscription libraries, that such a pro- 
cedure would cut away the ground from nine-tenths of the 
critics, and he is still of that mind. We think the time is 
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ripe for a reconsideration of the question on this side of the 
water. Although excellent novelists are at work whose gifts 
do no discredit to the history of English literature, the stream 
of ephemeridz continues, scarcely abated by the war. Most of 
this falls into the second-hand market in a few weeks, and 
the average selling life of the new novel by all but great 
writers is six weeks. In these circumstances it is a dubious 
policy to buy these works in new condition ; and the wait of 
one year would bring them into the range of most libraries. 
The method would have the doubtful advantage of giving the 
libraries thrice the amount of fiction for their normal expendi- 
ture of money. If selection is urged as a plea for the post- 
ponement of purchase, we think that a year is far too short a 
period in which to assess the ultimate merits of a novel. On 
these points, and on other sides of this ever-present question, 
we invite the views of our readers. 


* + * 


It would be interesting to learn to what extent books are 
lent in numbers and for long periods during holiday time from 
the public libraries of this country. A few libraries are known 
to allow readers to borrow twice or thrice the number of books 
to which they are usually entitled, and to retain them for the 
whole of the holidays, but the practise is not universal. Where 
it has been tried it has been appreciated, and we have not heard 
of any disadvantages to the libraries accruing by the system. 
We should be glad to learn from librarians who have this 
system as to their experiences, and from those who have not, 
as to their objections to it. 


THE Liprary AT WaARSAw.—After the deplorable destruction 
of the celebrated library at Louvain one reads with bated breath 
that the magnificent library at Warsaw is now in the hands of 
the Germans, it having been found impossible to remove the 
large collections of books and manuscripts before the occupation 
by the Austro-German Armies. It contains some 550,000 printed 
books and MSS., amongst which are many of considerable value. 
It ranks third in the Russian Empire, being only exceeded by the 
library at Petrograd with its 1,800,000 books and 34,000 MSS., 
and that at Moscow containing nearly 1,000,000 books and MSS. 
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SUBJECT ANALYTICAL CATALOGUING. 


By W. Geo. Fry, Branch Librarian, Chorlion-cum- Hardy, 
Manchester. 


HE comparative rarity of the analytical entry suggests that 
there are few other divisions of his art that the cataloguer 
so consistently overlooks and fails to apply. It takes an 

important place in the L.A. Cataloguing Examination, and it is 
surprising that so little appears to be done in practice in this 
direction. Even such ordinary examples as Lankester’s Zoology 
or the Cambridge Natural History are more often than not lumped 
under Zoology, instead of each individual contribution being 
entered under the specific subject in addition to the general entry. 
One wearies of the constant repetition of the arguments respecting 
the relative merits of the dictionary and classified catalogues, 
the proper form of entry for compound names, married women, 
peers, &c. They are trivial considerations (now that they have 
been codified by the foremost British and American librarians) 
compared with the subject at present under consideration. It is 
manifest also that whatever part of the name is chosen for the entry 
and whatever style of catalogue is selected, the books ave, to that 
extent, catalogued, and if properly done, the references give the 
necessary directions. Therefore, if faults occur, they are those of 
commission, The neglect of such a valuable factor as analytical 
cataloguing is an error of omission—a very serious one for the 
conscientious cataloguer. 

Although a little outside the scope as indicated by the title, 
the value of the author analytical should be emphasized in passing. 
The contributors to the previously mentioned books on Zoology 
should receive an entry under their names, so that if a reader 
desired the works of a particular scientist he might be very grateful 
for entries which show him that his special man had contributed 
an article (or articles) to one of these books, and that the library 
contained, say, his presidential address to an important society, 
which was only to be found in a volume of its proceedings. 

It may be advisable to restrict the criticism of our shortcomings 
in this matter more particularly to small public libraries—reference 
and lending ; the small town library and the branch. One hesitates 
to include the large reference libraries, for in these the ordinary 
accessions entail an enormous amount of cataloguing in addition 
to the manifold routine and clerical duties. They have, or endeavour 
to have, all subjects reasonably well represented—the principal 
books on practically every phase of knowledge. 

Naturally the small library does not aim so high. It contains 
chiefly retailed knowledge ; its contents being arranged for students, 
with other literature of a more superficial character for the general 
reader. Generally the clientéle exhibit a marked contrast to that 
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of the larger institution, which provides mainly for specialists, 
and in point of fact may be termed the specialist’s workshop. 
These, of course, will be understood to be merely generalizations, 
and as such will not stand minute enquiry. Neither will they 
satisfy the crank—or, perhaps, more politely, the enthusiast— 
who usually considers that all books on his particular infatuation 
should be acquired for every collection of a few hundred volumes. 

Whilst advocating such a multiplication of entries it is only 
fair to point out that much depends on the amount of time at the 
librarian’s disposal, and it would not be unwise to quote here Miss 
Hitchler’s conclusions on the whole subject :— 

** Bring out all of the subjects treated in a book, particularly 
if they seem of the least interest to your community. This 
is most important in a small library, as the subjects included in the 
book may not appear in your library in separate works. Make 


230 
G 80 ETHICS. 
OTTLEY, 


ETHICS. 
(Jn Lux mundi: a series of studies 
by Charles Gore. 1890. p. 467-520.) 
in the religion of the incarnation ; ed. 


1.—An essay from a book by various writers. 


first the subject heading that covers the entire book, the general 
heading, in short ; then bring out the various chapters not covered 
by this general heading under their specific subject headings. In this 
way you will often be able to make available, for the readers’ use 
and your own, articles upon recent subjects, upon which no complete 


treatises have been written. . . You will find hidden in your 
books of essays much valuable material that will never see the 
824'8 


S192 WHITMAN, WALT (1819-1892). 
STEVENSON, ROBERT LouIs. 
Watt WHITMAN. 
(In his Familiar studies of men 
and books. 1906. p. 91-128.) 


2.—An essay in a collection from the same pen. 


light of day, never reach the people who want and need it (at least 
not just when they want it most). . . You willalso never realize 
until you have your tool, your labor-saving machine (the catalog), 
in perfect order, how much wear and tear you will save yourself 
both physically and mentally.”’* 


* Cataloging for Small Libraries (Library Handbook No.2). A.L.A. 
Publishing Board. (London: Grafton & Co.) 
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To analyse the contents of books in large libraries on a similar 
basis to that recommended for the small library would be an 
immense waste of labour. At the same time, an endeavour to 
define the respective activities of the cataloguer in each case is 
fraught with difficulty, as any hard and fast rules would fairly 
bristle with exceptions. It may be said, however, that learned 
contributions to knowledge—only found, as a rule, in the larger 
libraries—should be thus adequately catalogued ; also books of 
special or technical value. Some of the more important of these are 
the proceedings, journals, and reports of the chief societies, ¢.g., 
Smithsonian Institution’s publications. Local literature should 
receive such special attention, and what has been done for the 
Manchester Reference Library in indexing the Owen MSS. (of 
great value to archeologists) is an example which might well be 
followed. Two of the sample cards in the A.L.A. and L.A. 
Cataloguing Rules might with advantage be analytically catalogued 
by subject in a reference library and lending library respectively. 
The first, on page 79, although only a short essay, is apparently 
an important contribution to the study of Shakespeare, and the 
first specimen on page 80 is of more general interest. 

An example of the use of analyticals in a large special library 
is to be found in the dictionary catalogue of the Surgeon-General’s 
Library. Entries for articles in periodicals and in the publications 
of societies are included. 

It is obvious that the most enthusiastic cataloguer must 
impose upon himself limits, otherwise he will find himself indexing, 
as distinct from cataloguing, the contents of the library—a task 
for a Methuselah. He must necessarily consider the readers at 
his library, and, to some extent, his work would be based on, and 
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R 86 MITHRAISM. 
ROBERTSON, JOHN M. 
MITHRAISM. 


(In his Pagan Christs: studies in 
comparative hierology. Part III., 
p. 281-338). 

3.—A chapter (or other division of a book) on a special subject 
in a book of amore general character. (The smportance of 
this entry can be seen from author's note: ‘* The non-appear- 
ance of any other study of M. in English may serve as my 
excuse for having carried my paper into some detail. a 

influenced by, such a consideration. In a mechanics’ institute 
library special attention might be paid to science and useful arts ; 
in a residential district to literature, fine and recreative arts (and 
in this case the title analytical for poetry, plays, &c., would prove 
extremely useful), and so on. 


/ 
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Nevertheless, although the librarian of the small library, as 
previously indicated, cannot reasonably hope to have a book on 
every subject, he often has occasion to be delighted with his 
** finds ’’ if he catalogues the insides of books. Topics which had 
not been shown in the catalogue are unearthed. It is somewhat 
singular that a pamphlet of 20 pages should be the subject of the 
usual preparatory routine for circulation, viz., stamping, cutting, 


799°47 
H 42 COSTUME. 
HoiME, CHARLES, ed. 
PEASANT ART IN RossiA. 
1912. _— Illus. 


[Studio extra No. Contains many 
illus. of peasant costume in Russia, 
with descriptions in text.] 


4.—A book of a general character in which a more special topic 
ts treated, but not within consecutive pagination, 


cataloguing, &c., whilst a longer study on the same subject may 
remain uncatalogued because it happens to be contained in a book 
with other matter, and the whole is lumped together under a 
more general subject heading in the catalogue. One of the finest 
criticism of Burns is to be found, as all librarians know, in Steven- 
son’s Men and Books. Why not show it in the catalogue ? 
Robertson’s Pagan Christs (See Example 3) contains 53 pages on 
Mithraism, and some of the Religions: Ancient and Modern series 
(which has just added a new volume on the same subject) do not 
contain more than 65. It has been affirmed that there is a ten- 
dency among readers to find—or at least to look for, their own 
requirements, which is the outcome of work done in guiding the 
libraries. If this be so, and the librarian has less opportunity 
for suggestion, it is imperative that every atom of information 
is shown in the catalogue. But, in parenthesis, if the librarian 
or his assistant is not appealed to after a fruitless search on the 
shelves for some special book or information, it may be reasonably 
assumed that the library is over-guided. It is not unlikely that 
the bewildered reader, who sees guides and directions in every 
conceivable place, should be loath to indicate that these are in- 
sufficient, and therefore refrains from asking questions. 


An essay to be worth cataloguing should generally be on a 
concrete subject, intelligently treated, and of sufficient length 
to give an outline of the subject or a special aspect of it. It is 
wise, too,—whether part of the usual cataloguing routine or not— 
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to see that a note is made on the back of each author card or slip 
giving the subjects under which the book has been catalogued ; 
otherwise, in case of withdrawal, these analytical entries might 
remain in the catalogue. 

With the Abridgements of Patent Specifications there is a 
sphere of activity practically confined to the medium-size reference 
library. Apart from their value to inventors, patent agents, and 
others they can be made very useful, if properly catalogued, to the 
intelligent reader with less special knowledge. The subjects covered 
by each division should be set out analytically in the catalogue 
instead of the one entry under the general heading. This method 
greatly strengthens the class containing the books on the useful 
arts, economic biology, and the domestic arts. Large libraries, of 
course, usually keep their patent literature in a room specially set 
= for the purpose. Even if not, it is best treated as a special 
collection. 


050 
| Nin/75 BAGHDAD RAILWAY. 
GERAUD, ANDRE. 


New GerMan EMPIRE: THE STORY OF 
THE Bacupap 


(In Nineteenth Century and after. 
IQI4. V. 75. Pp. 958-972 ; 1312-1326.) 


5.—An article in a review. 


The revival of the Index to periodicals is undoubtedly a 
great boon to most reference libraries, but somewhat a luxury, 
or unnecessary addition to lending libraries generally, especially 
if out of touch with a fairly large reference department, to which 
readers could be sent for the periodicals required.t The leading 
reviews are of great value to the lending library Topics are often 
discussed in a periodical before attaining book form. For example, 
many of the contributions to this section of the press on the Channel 
Tunnel, the Land Question, and the Budget, were invaluable to 
debaters. As members of such societies form in some districts 
the back-bone of its library’s non-fiction readers, it seems desirable 
that this fugitive literature should be sifted, and that important 
articles should be shown in the catalogue, the reviews themselves 
being made available for circulation after removal from the reading- 
room tables. In some libraries,* where card catalogues are used, 


t Written before the Atheneum announcement respecting the scheme 
for lending periodicals to small libraries. 


* Croydon, &c. 
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the contents of the current reviews are catalogued, and the cards 

exhibited in subject order for the guidance of readers. When 

the new issues are received they are catalogued, and the cards for 

= preceding month are incorporated in the catalogue of the 
rary. 

The foregoing is merely an attempt to stimulate interest 
in analytical cataloguing, particularly as applied to subjects and 
in relation to the small library ; to focus the attention of thoughtful 
cataloguers upon a somewhat neglected aspect of the librarian’s 
work, which offers unique possibilities. The examples included 
may, perhaps, be considered as being complementary to the author 
and title analytics in the A.L.A. and L.A. Cataloguing rules : 
author and title entries, and are intended for the dictionary catalogue. 


STATISTICS AND “STATISTICAL CURVES.” 


T the last L.A. Examination there occurred in Section VI. 

a question which has probably—and in one or two personally 

known cases has certainly—been the cause of some little 

mystification to a number of candidates. A few remarks upon 
it may therefore not be inappropriate or devoid of interest. 

The question (E.3) was this :— 

‘* What statistics, do you consider, are of the most practical 
value as a record of the work of a public library? Give 
rulings for a periodical return embodying these, or if possible 
a diagram showing how comparisons of issues may be set 
out by statistical curves.” 

Obviously the main difficulty lies in the second part of the 
question, or strictly speaking, in what we may call the desirable 
alternative of the second part—that concerned with ‘‘ statistical 
curves.” What is a statistical curve ? 

A curve or an undulation is a graphic method of representing 
an increase or a decrease of anything. In medical and scientific 
periodicals one frequently comes across these graphic curves ; 
as for example when the prevalence of small pox throughout a 
given period of time is represented, or when the temperature in 
a particular case is recorded. Let us take the last example which 
illustrates in a simple manner the meaning and use of the curve. 

Suppose you pay a visit to a friend who has been overdosing 
himself with mincepie and champagne. You will not be surprised 
(when you know the history) to find him suffering from a touch 
of bilious fever. When you first see him at 10 a.m. his tempera- 
ture is, say, 100° Fahrenheit. Snatching a moment at lunch time 
you see him again, when his temperature (say I p.m.) has dropped 
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to 99.2°. On your way home you call once more, to find—at least 
we'll hope so—that his temperature has returned to normal, 
that is 98.6°. Now, if you wanted to record this changing tempera- 
ture during the course of the day, you could do so in the manner 
shown in Fig. 1. 


Fic. I. 
10 a.mj| p.m.| 6pm. 

100 

.8 
i -6 

-3 

.6 Normal 

98 


The result is a statistical curve, representing, in this case, 
a steady decrease. The method is precisely the same for either 
increase or decrease. 

Turning now to library issues statistics. Obviously it is 
easy to represent issues in the above manner by dividing the 
chart into days instead of hours or other periods, and substituting 
progressive hundreds for degrees on the thermometer. The 
example of an issues chart given in Fig. 2 will make this clear. 


Fic. 2. 
Lending Dept. Issues. Week ending 9 
Mon Tu2s Wed Thu. Fri Sat. 
1c00 
g00 
| 
709 
600 
500 
100 
i 


It might be useful to represent fiction by a red-ink line (indi- 
cated in the figure by a dotted line) as a check upon the hoary 
bogey of fiction preponderance. 


j | 
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Such a record as this chart is designed to supply might very 
well be considered sufficient for statistical purposes. Although 
the precise figures for the daily issues are unstated (only an approxi- 
mation in hundreds being given) at the same time a fair daily 
average should be arrived at, since the issue may have just turned 
the hundred indicated upon one day, and be very close to the next 
hundred upon another day. It would be interesting to hear from 
any libraries which have adopted the graphic method how far 
this approximation differs from the actual numerical result obtained 
under the ordinary plan. In the present chart (Fig. 2) for example, 
the daily average for the week would be roughly 670 (4%) 
and fiction 300 (44°). If the average thus obtained approached 
closely to the actual numerical result, the graphic method would 
have been proved to be satisfactory as a record without further 
accessory, and in addition would possess the advantage of being 
graphic. 

The hundred could be sub-divided if desired; as in the 
following diagram (Fig. 3) which illustrates the application of 
the curve or graphic method to the Dewey classification, fiction 
being recorded separately. The method could, of course, be 
applied equally well to other schemes. In such cases a daily 
issues chart would be used. 


Fic. 3. 


Lending Dept. issues. Date 19 
§ 3 4 6.86.78 Retin 

100 H 
90 


7 


60 
“9 
30 


JL 


While on the topic of statistics one may remark that library 
assistants are sometimes apt to regard statistics as concerned with 
issues only. The mention of statistics immediately suggests 
to them book issues, just as the mention of public libraries imme- 
diately suggests ‘‘ fiction” to some respectable citizens. In 
each case the mind is so occupied with the first phase suggested 
that it does not proceed beyond. Thus, in such a question as, 
‘* What statistical information should be put monthly before a 
library committee?” or ‘‘ Give a ruling for a weekly report from a 
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branch to a central library,”” students will sometimes confine their 
remarks to lending, reference, and perhaps juvenile issues. Of 
course this is wrong. A librarian has other things to do besides 
the time-honoured task ascribed to him—that of ‘‘ handing books 
over a counter.” He (‘‘ he” representing here the librarian and 
his staff), accessions stock, registers ordinary, extra and 
juvenile borrowers, records the attendances in reading rooms and 
at lectures and amounts received from fines, sale of catalogues 
and bulletins, and from other sources. All these call for the 
compilation of statistics which are of ‘‘ practical value as a record 
of the work of a public library.” It would be insufficient, there- 
fore, to answer the question quoted at the beginning of these 
remarks merely by referring to issues, notwithstanding the fact 
that the reference to the ‘‘ comparisons of issues ” might lead one 
to believe that issues alone were concerned. It may possibly 
be an examiner’s trap, although it looks very innocent and un- 
intentional. 

It may be objected to the curve or graphic method that it is 
an unnecessary refinement, less accurate and more troublesome 
than the ordinary record. The objection is true. The curve is 
certainly a refinement, in the sense of a modification of a previous 
method, and it cannot be called a necessity. Nevertheless, the fact 
that although a somewhat unexpected phase of library economics 
it has received the attention of the L.A. examiners will be a 
sufficient apology for discussing it. After all, its main force is 
its appeal to the eye, which conveys to the mind an immediate 
impression of relationship unobtained from ordinary statistics— 
at least by ordinary persons. On the other hand, it must not be 
forgotten that librarians generally know the relative popularity 
of classes as regards their own libraries, and could pretty well draw 
a statistical curve from memory. Yet all library assistants have 
not the experience necessary to do this; and here the graphic 
method comes in as a short cut—or, say, more poetically, a golden 
road—to the knowledge gained by experience. 

It can teach them, not only how the temperature of a sick 
friend may be recorded, but also how the reading demand in their 
own particular libraries may be met, since it shows the relative 
demand for various classes. Thus it may become a valuable aid 
in book selection, even to the experienced. True, the same know- 
ledge can be acquired by studying numerical statistics—but not 
so readily. Poring over statistics is dry work, and assistants 
will more readily pore over a diagram that looks like a scenic railway 
than upon a formidable array of figures. The graphic method is 
pre-eminently, perhaps, a sort of royal road. And as royal roads 
are proverbially scarce, if at all existant, it may be wise to take one 


of them when we can. 
W. J. RANDALL. 
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BOOKS ON THE GREAT WAR. 
By F. W. T. Lance and W. T. Berry. 


FIFTH SUPPLEMENT. 


BELGIUM. 


Arrestes et Proclamations de Guerre Allemande, du 20 Aoit, 1914, 

au 25 Jan., 1915: Documents historiques affichés 4 Bruxelles 

pendant l’Occupation. rgr5. Allen & Unwin. 2s. n. 
A collection of German notices and proclamations issued by the various 
Governors : Baron von Luettwitz, Baron von der Goltz, Baron von Bissing, 
and others. 

Belgium. Protest by the Belgian Government against the German 

allegation that Belgium had forfeited her Neutrality before the 

outbreak of War. 1915. Pam. Wyman. td. 


Belgium. Violation of the Rights of Nations and of the laws and 


customs of war in Belgium: Reports of the Official Commission 
of the Belgian Government ; with Preface and Plates. 1915. 


Wyman. 6d. 
Heuvel, J. van den. Het schenden van de Belgische neutraliteit. 
1914. *s-Gravenh: Nijhoff. Gratis. 


Huberich, Charles H., and Alexander Nicol-Speyer. Editors. 
Legislation allemande pour le territoire belge occupé. Official 
Textes. 1915. Paris: Le Soudier. 3f.75. 
Huberich, Charles H., and Alexander Nicol-Speyer. Editors. 
German Legislation for the Occupation Territories of Belgium, 
December 31, 1914—March 31, 1915. 1915. Second Series. 
The Hague: Nijhoff. 4s. 6d. n. 
Marés, Roland de. [a Belgique envahie. 1915. 
Paris: Crés. 3f.50. 
Mélot, A. La martyre du clergé belge. 1915. Pages actuelles 


IQI4-I9I5. Paris: Bloud & Gay. 60c. 
Morris, Joseph E. Belgium. 1915. Jillus. Beautiful Europe 
Series. Black. 1s. 6d.n. 


Neutralité de la Belgique. Preface by Paul Hymans. 1915. 
Paris: Berger-Levrault. tf. 
Orban, O. La legislation des élections communales en Belgique. 
1915. Paris Giard & Briere. tf. 
Pirenne, Henri. Belgian Democracy: its Early History ; Translated 
by J. V. Saunders. 1915. University of Manchester, Historical 
Series. Longmans. 4s. 6d. n. 
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Verhaeren, Emile. Belgium’s Agony ; Translation and Introduc- 

tion by M. T. H. Sadler. 1915. Constable. 3s. 6d. n. 
The history of Belgium from the Middle Ages. Describes the German 
invasion, the national feeling, and the state of the country after the German 
advance. Also contains poems on the war and its effect. 

Violation du droit des gens en Belgique. Preface by M. J. Van den 

Heuvel. 1915. 5 Plates. Publications officielles du gouvernement 

belge. Paris: Berger-Lewault. 1f.25. 

Waxweiler, Emile. La Belgique Neutre et Loyale. 1915. 

Lausanne: Payot. 2f.50. 

Sets forth the evidence that Germany's violation of the neutrality of 
Belgium was premeditated, and how Germany sought to impugn the 
Belgian action both before and during the invasion. 

Welschinger, Henri. La neutralité de la Belgique. 1915. Pages 

actuelles 1914-1915. Paris: Bloud & Gay. 60c. 


ITALY. 


Cassi, Gellio. I] Mare Adriatico. 1915. Maps. 
Milan: Hoepli. 5.50 lire. 


Edleston, R. H. Italian Neutrality. 1915. 
Cambridge: Heffer. 2s. n. 


Howard, L. G. Redmond-. Lditor. Italy and the Italian People. 
1915. Bibliography. Nations of the War Series. Simpkin. ts. n. 
A brief sketch of Italian history, politics, religion, literature, trade, military 
strength, &c. 
Pitt, W.0. Italy and the Unholy Alliance. 10915. 
Melrose. 2s. 6d. n. 


Salandra’s Great Speech, June 2, 1915: a Vindication of Italian 

Policy ; Translated, with an Introductory Note by Thomas Okey. 

1915. Pam. Fisher Unwin, 6d. n. 
A speech delivered on June 2, 1915, in the Hall of the Horatii and 
Curatii in the Capitol, before an audience representing the whole of the 
political, artistic, and civic society of Rome, by His Excellency Signor 
Antonio Salandra, Prime Minister of Italy. Advrt. 


RUSSIA. 


Alexinsky, Gregor. Modern Russia. New Edition. 1915. 
Fisher Unwin. 5s. n. 
A popular survey of the economic and political position of modern Russia. 


Alexinsky, Gregor. Russia and the Great War; Translated by 

Bernard Miall. 1915. Fisher Unwin. tos. 6d. n. 
Describes what the foreign policy of Russia has been since the Russo- 
Japanese War, deals with the struggle between Russia and Austria over 
the Balkans, the efforts of Germany to make Russia a sort of economic 
colony, the internal life of Russia before the war, and the people of Russia 
when confronted with the war. 
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Bishop, G. B. H. The Religion of Russia : a Study of the Orthodox 
Church in Russia from the Point of View of the Church of England. 
IQI5. Society of SS. Peter and Paul. -5s. n. 


Bury, Herbert. Russian Life of To-day. 1915. Jilus. 
Mowbray. 3s. 6d. n. 


Personal impressions of social and religious life in Northern Russia and 
Siberia, by an English bishop who ministers to the many remote and 
isolated English communities in those countries. 


Dearmer, Percy. Russia and Britain. 1915. Oxford Pamphlets. 
Milford. 2d. n. 


Graham, Stephen. Russia and the World: a Study of the War 
and a Statement of the World-Problems that now confront Russia 
and Great Britain. 1915. JIilus. Cassell. tos. 6d. . 


Hodgetts, E. A. Brayley. Our Russian Ally. 1915. Pam. 
Central Committee, Patriotic Organizations. 1d. 
A short history of the liberties of the Russian people and their attitude 
towards England and Germany. 


Hubback, John. Russian Realities: being Impressions gathered 
during some recent Journeys in Russia. 1915. 16 Jilus. 
Lane. 5s. 
An account of eleven short visits to Russia within the last five years. 


Lethbridge, Alan. The New Russia: From the White Sea to the 
Siberian Steppe. 1915. 95 Illus. 3 Maps. Mills & B. 16s. n. 


Que fait la Russie, que fera-t-elle ? 1915. Jilus. Les Cahiers dela 
Guerre. Paris: Delandre. 50¢. 
Raffalovich, A. La Russie et la Guerre. 1915. 
Paris: Alcan. 
Wesselitsky, G. de. Russia and Democracy : the German Canker 
in Russia ; with a Preface by Henry Cust. 1915. Heimemann. Is. n. 
A study of two hundred years of Russian History, showing the influence 
exercised by the Germans in Russia. 
Wiener, Leo. An Interpretation of the Russian People ; with an 
Introduction by Sir D. Mackenzie Wallace. 1915. 
McBride, Nast. 7s. 6d. n. 


An analysis of the determining influences of Russian music and literature, 
and in the religious and political thought of the country.— Atheneum. 


POLAND. 


Affaires de Pologne: la proclamation du generalissime russe et 
lopinion frangaise. I9g15. 

Paris: Agence polonaise de presse. tf. 
Eversley, Lord. The Partition of Poland. 10915. 8 Jilus. 4 
Maps. Fisher Unwin. 7s. 6d. 
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Hill, Ninian. Poland and the Polish Question: Impressions and 
Afterthoughts. 1915. Jius. Maps. Allen& Unwin. tos. 6d. n. 
A popular history of the rise of Poland and the causes of her downfall. 
The tragic story of its Insurrection is retold, and persecutions of the 
Poles and their conditions in Prussia, Russia and Austria described. 
An appendix contains extracts from State papers relating to the Congress 

of Vienna and British policy towards Poland. 

Polish Problem. By a Pole. 1915. Pam. 
Union of Democratic Control. 1d. 


Rappaport, A. 8. A Short History of Poland. rg15. T[ilus. 
Map. Simpkin. 5s. n. 
A brief outline of the history of Poland from the earliest times to the 
present day, touching upon its literature, customs and religion. 
Resurrection of Poland: For a Lasting Peace. 1915. Pam. 
Paris : Société Général d’ Imprimerie et a’ Edition Leve. 


SERBIA. 
Berard, Victor. LaSerbie. 1915. Paris: Armand Colin. 50c. 


Church, Leslie F. The Story of Servia: Her Birth, Her Death, 
Her Resurrection. 1915. Kelly. 1s. 


Lipton, Sir Thomas. The Terrible Truth about Serbia; With 
Serbia’s Fight for Freedom : the Romantic Story of a Peasant Race. 
1915. Pam. British Red Cross Society. 1d 


LETTERS ON OUR AFFAIRS. 


DEAR ZENODOTUS, 


LUX IN TENEBRIS—IF POSSIBLE. 

I don’t know Mr. X. of Portsmouth, but he is a man of ideas, 
worthy to be a Councillor and ipso facto to govern our Cinderella, 
the library ; an affable man, Mr. X., a supporter of authority, 
like ourselves, Zenodotus, even to inspiration. Had not the 
Stock Exchange burned The Daily Mail for its iniquities ? Why, 
then, should not Portsmouth send up a similar sacrificial flame ? 
So Mr. X. moved in the noble town hall of the naval city that not 
only The Daily Mail and The Evening News, but also The Times 
should be removed from the public libraries. Can you picture 
to yourself, my Zenodotus, how breathlessly the local represen- 
tative of Printing House Square hung upon his utterance, sending 
out at short intervals a satellite to telegraph the fatal hour to a 
tremulous headquarters? With what relief must they have 
sighed, when, after the debate had proved that to remove all 
papers that disagreed with public officials would be to leave the 
newsrooms without any newspapers, Mr. X. withdrew his motion ! 
Surely The Times had never such an escape. And, incidentally, 


> 
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Zenodotus, what an excellent advertisement of The Daily Mail 
these holocausts have been. Why—lI’ve bought the paper daily 
since to see why they occur. As you have remarked before, we 
are a logical people ! 

AN OSTRICH POLICY. 

Which reminds me of the fact that in one library committee, 
a sage member moved that all German works and works praising 
Germany should forthwith be excluded. Imagine it, my Zenodotus, 
we were to go round and eliminate all works having references in 
any way approving Wilhelm und der Vaterland! Providential, 
almost, would have been such a motion if only it could have been 
carried. It would have reduced the weeding-out problem, over 
which so many of us have lost the remaining vestiges of our once 
luxuriant hair, to a process sublime in its simplicity! But the 
committee did not agree with the motion, and the great oppor- 
tunity was lost. I do know a case, however, where the librarian 
had grave fears of his populace. He had recently bought a large 
number of small German novels, and these he was displaying in 
a glass show case on his counter. The war broke out, and he 
relegated them immediately to the basement. Do you know of 
any such examples of loss of balance—I mean apart from those 
reported from Berlin ? 

**TO HOLD THE BALANCE.” 

Your plea for ‘‘ more light ” comes home to me in a variant 
form. A reader has just offered to donate to my library Heath’s 
Pacificism in Time of War. This work preaches the iniquity of 
war ; the machinations and secret diplomatic subterfuge, not only 
of Germany, but of England and everybody else. It is, in my 
opinion, ill-advised, ill-timed, and therefore mischievous ; but it 
is well-written, and presents a point of view. If I consulted my 
own will, I would consign this book to the heating furnace ; but 
would it not be a grave dereliction of my duty as a librarian ? 
Because the majority think (I am sure) as I do, are we to strangle 
this book and with it the minority it represents? Personally I 
think it must go on the shelves, since the library ought to reflect 
every opinion in the world. Help me out of my dilemma, my 
friend, by controverting this if you can. 


THE TEAM OF ALL THE TALENTS ? 

Hast heard aught of late, my Zenodotus, of the Panizzi Club 
and the elect among librarians? War, you will answer, and 
it shall serve as an excuse; but the gathering of superior 
mortals who were to dine in select seclusion, because forsooth 
their problems were not ours, their ways not as our ways, their 
cataloguing more esoteric, their classification more academic, 
their good persons more refined than ours of the common herd— 
their little unimportant doings more foredoomed to failure, because 
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as a class they have few common interests. They get tired so soon, 
else they would still have retained their once proud prestige in the 
Library Association ; and I have little faith in their promised good 
works. If, however, they do eventually bring forth something, 
I shall call upon you to rejoice with me, for anything that can 
galvanise them into activity or unity will be a matter for a merry- 
making ; but I fear me that a serenely contented after-dinner 
contemplation of etherealities is all that the Club will ever produce. 
Let us be charitable, however, and form our reasoned judgment two 
years hence. After all, there are great names amongst them, 
and was it not the most beloved of all librarians who moved—to 
my own regret, I admit--the formation of the Club, at its first 
conclave ? 

‘“ BETTER TO REIGN IN HELL THAN SERVE IN HEAVEN ” ? 

But ours is a small profession. Are there in the whole of 
the four kingdoms more than a thousand librarians, and, counting 
the assistants, does the total exceed five thousand ? I doubt it. 
There cannot, therefore, be room for divisions and water-tight 
compartments, and it grieves my heart to think that we cannot 
live at unity ; that the university and doctrinaire librarian cannot 
find some interest in his municipal brother—and the converse : 
that even in the municipal library movement itself, we have 
little societies revolving round Birmingham and Nottingham, 
which own no allegiance to the Library Association; that at 
Liverpool and Manchester there are little local societies of assistants 
which do not co-operate with any national society. Then, my 
Zenodotus, I really cannot understand why the assistants at the 
British Museum are not attached to the L.A.A.? Can you? 
A book is a book, whether it is issued under the dome of Panizzi 
or in the neighbouring Holborn Public Library ; and the knowledge 
required to issue it, although it may differ in degree is the same in 
kind. I instance the British Museum as a type, not as a particular 
case, for comment. As a matter of fact, all the local and special 
needs of all classes of librarians could be met by sections within 
the Library Association, and for all general purposes we have 
common needs and could have common gatherings. 

THE PRESIDENCY OF MR. MACALISTER. 

I am sure you will agree with me cordially when I say that if 
I were asked to name the most beloved of British librarians, I 
should answer unhesitatingly, Mr. J. Y. W. MacAlister. It is 
therefore with undiluted pleasure that we welcome him as President 
of the Library Association for 1915-16 ; it is one of the few doings 
of the L.A. which we can approve without a tittle of reserve. His 
work, influence, kindness and perennial youthfulness are so well- 
known that to dweil upon them would be impertinent. Librarians— 
yes, and library assistants—have never had a better friend. May 
his reign bring some of the joy to him that it will bring to us! 
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MR. BERWICK SAYERS’ CLUB. 


The worst of Mr. Sayers is that he won’t be a peaceful, quiet 
citizen, like ourselves, but must always be organizing something ; 
and, as you say, he now seems to be obsessed with the idea of 
a Club to be run by the Library Association. I agree with you 
utterly ; to entrust anything for the social benefit of librarians 
to the Council would be an almost ludicrous display of innocence. 
But not for the reasons you allege. As a fervent Londoner, I 
tell you the provincial members always get more attention, more 
sympathy, and more back-stroking than they deserve. They 
create for us an imaginary atmosphere of advantages, but except 
that I can walk down Whitehall occasionally on the off-chance 
of seeing Lord Kitchener dart into his taxi ; or to turn to the west 
and see Mr. Lloyd George-—who seems to enjoy life immensely— 
walking and smiling at his own thoughts in St. James’s Park, I 
fail to see where the advantage lies. As a matter of fact, the 
Londoner lives near, and overlooks the great things and people 
of the earth, while,—but that has nothing to do with Mr. Sayers’ 
Club. At times it occurs to me that if provincial members really 
desired a Club, they would band together and get it, whatever 
might be the views of London. But would they band together ? 
Not they! So, if you love me, cease sentimentalising over the 
Provincial. 

ROUND TABLE CONFERENCES. 

In a few days we shall meet at the Conference ; and be sure, 
my sage friend, that you sit opposite me, or at a convenient point 
on the circle, near me, at one of those round-table conferences. 
At last I see useful discussions perpending. In past times we 
have sat in nervous tongue-tied misery listening at the worst to 
dull papers drawled from the platform—or, at the best, to papers 
which we hadn’t the pluck to get up and discuss. Now we shall 
sit on chairs at a round table, grip the table if our nerves are 
unsteady, and throw our opinions not over a half-acre of impassive 
backs and heads, but directly at the face of the man across the 
table. Such discussions should have been introduced long ago. 
The Americans have had them for years—although that will not 
recommend them to you—and to take some such subject as ‘‘ revi- 
sion of stock,” and to talk it over informally as we sit at the table 
(and smoke,—eh, Mr. President ?) will fulfil the purpose of our 
meetings—which, I repeat, is to exchange views—better than all 
the platform oratory we have had to listen to since you and I 
were boys in 1878. 

ERATOSTHENES, F.L.A. 


[The Editor does not hold himself responsible for the opinions of 
the writers of ‘‘ LETTERS ON OUR AFFAIRS.” } 
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LIBRARY NEWS. 


[ Readers are invited to send us items of news for this column. Brief 
notes on innovations, interesting happenings, appointments and 
changes, and other local items of general interest are particularly 
welcome. } 


Birmingham University Library has received from Mr. G. H. 
Sargant and Miss E. M. Sargant, in memory of their father, the 
late Mr. William Lucas Sargant, the gift of a valuable collection 
of books on economics. The books cover the period from the time 
of Adam Smith down to Mr. Sargant’s death in 1889. 


Two Edinburgh Libraries have benefited by the will of the 
late Mr. Archibald Anderson, of 30, Oxford Square, London, W. 
The Library of the Faculty of Advocates and the Library of the 
Society of Writers to the Signet each receive £1,000. 


Folkestone Public Library has received an etching, done by Mr. 
T. L. Dalgleish, the etcher, as an acknowledgment of much 
kindness received by him during twenty-one years’ residence in 
Folkestone. 


A portrait and sketch of Miss Kate E. Pierce, F.L.A., Chief 
Librarian of the Kettering Public Library, appear in the July 
number of the Woman at Home. 


Lyons City Library is collecting, under the title of ‘* Biblio- 
théque de la Guerre,”” documents of all kinds relating to the War. 
They include the medicine and surgery of the war, hygiene, 
epidemiology, hospital administration, the relations of war to 
public health, legal medicine, veterinary science, &c. 


The appeal of the Trustees of the John Rylands Library 
for contributions of books towards the hoped-for reconstruction 
of the Library of Louvain University has appealed with force to 
many lovers of literature. Already the Trustees have on hand 
over 1,000 volumes for this object. Among the donors are Sir 
Percy E. Bates, who gave a Kelmscott Chaucer; Mr. Thomas- 
Stanford has promised fourteen very choice and rare fifteenth 
and sixteenth century editions of classics. Sir William Osler, Lord 
Beauchamp, and others are interested. 


At Selkirk Public Library a memorial tablet to Andrew Lang 
was unveiled on the 21st July. It contains a medallion portrait 
of Lang, with the following inscription :—‘‘ Andrew Lang. Born 
at Selkirk, 31st March, 1844. Died at Banchory 2oth July, rgr2. 
Old friends and lovers of his writings have placed this memorial 
here in the library which he opened on 25th May, 1889.” 
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TO SERVE THEIR COUNTRY. 


ALLISON (E.), Hull Public Libraries (E.R. of Yorks. Yeomanry). 


CaMERON (W. D.), Assistant-in-Charge, Lochee Branch Library, 
Dundee, (R.A.M.C., now in France). 


CasTLeE (J. C.), Clapham Public Library, S.W. (R.A.M.C.). 


Groom (HaroLp), Librarian-in-Charge, Isleworth Library 
(16th County of London—Queen’s Westminsters). 


HEWLAND (W.), Hull Public Libraries (St. John’s Ambulance, 
R.A.M.C.). 


Krippen (D.), Caretaker, Central Reading Rooms, Dundee 
(National Reserve, on duty in Britain). 


NisBET (W.), Caretaker, Lochee Branch Library, Dundee 
(Mechanical Transport). 


Sirncssy (C. A.), Hull Public Libraries (Hull Divisional Ammuni- 
tion Column). 


WHEELER (H. J.), Clapham Public Library, $.W. (Surrey 
Yeomanry—Queen Mary’s Regiment). 


PERSONAL NEWS. 


Mr. W. R. CREDLAND, Deputy Chief Librarian, Manchester, 
has asked, owing to continued ill-health, to be relieved of his duties. 
The Libraries Committee propose to do so, and to assign him other 
suitable duties. Mr. Credland has held the office for many years, 
and is the author of the Handbook to the Manchester Libraries. 


Mr. C. W. Sutton, Chief Librarian, Manchester, will celebrate 
his jubilee in connection with the Manchester Public Libraries. 
The event is to be fittingly signalised by the members of his staff. 


Mr. REGINALD G. WILLIAMS, the Assistant-in-Charge of the 
Central Lending Library, Bolton Public Libraries, has now satisfied 
the examiners in all the sections of the Library Association Examina- 
tion, and has thus qualified for examination for the Diploma. 


Miss D. Leaper, of the Brighton Public Libraries, has been 
appointed Senior Assistant in the Hove Public Library ; and Mr. 
T. Lowe, Junior Assistant, having joined H.M. Forces (6th (Cyclist) 
Batt., Royal Sussex Regt.), Miss E. WOLFFERS has been appointed 
temporary assistant in his place. 
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NOTES. 


Several libraries in this country are collecting books to be 
forwarded to our soldiers in the trenches. These books are sent 
to the Camps’ Lending Libraries Association, 22, Earl Street, 
Westminster, and the Association forwards a cartload every day. 
In an interview with the Hon. Secretary, Mrs. Anstruther, she says 
that ‘‘even old Royal Academy catalogues have found their 
way to the sorting rooms at Westminster, and old title deeds and 
mislaid love letters have been discovered. Tastes vary, as one 
might expect in an army raised from so wide a variety of men. A 
commanding officer asked urgently for the works of Marie Corelli ; 
while a man writing from the north of Scotland, suggests ‘ some 
metaphysical books’ for himself and his comrades. And on the 
bookshelves one observes the same range—Frank Harris, Richard 
Dehan, Arnold Bennett, Baroness Orezy, Bjornson, Whyte Melville, 
and G. K. Chesterton standing side by side. All the fiction, in 
short, that has been published in the last 25 years passes through 
the depot.” Mrs. Anstruther recalls some of the inscriptions 
written in the books. ‘‘ To my unknown friend in the trenches,” 
runs one. Another is: ‘‘ Keep this next your heart ; it may turn 
a bullet.” A third in a child’s handwriting says: ‘‘ Dear soldier, 
I do wish you will fight well and come home to your loving little 
kiddies like me, quite safe.” 


In the Lancet for roth July there is an interesting article by 
Henry Kenwood, M.B.Edin., D.P.H., F.R.S.E., Chadwick Professor 
of Hygiene, University of London, and Emily L. Dove, M.B.Lond., 
entitled, ‘‘The Risks from Tuberculous Infection retained in 
Books.” 


The publishers of THE Lisrary WoRLD are pleased to announce 
that they have made a special arrangement by which the valuable 
series of works known as ‘‘ The Story of the Nations,” consisting 
of sixty-five volumes in the set, and which ought to be in every 
public library, can now be obtained in the Subscription Edition at 
special rates. The same offer applies to the ‘‘ Modern Travel 
Series,” which contains twenty-five volumes to the set. 


Liprary AssociaTion.—The Council has decided that in future 
candidates for the Examinations held under the Syllabus, who do 
not hold certain approved certificates, must pass a preliminary test 
in English Grammar and Composition and in elementary General 
Knowledge, including English Literature. Particulars relating 
to this will be published later. Probably the first test examination 
will be held in January, 1916, in London and at the provincial 
examination centres. Copies of the Syllabus may be obtained 
from Ernest A. Baker, M.A., D.Litt., Hon. Sec., Education Com- 
mittee, Caxton Hall, S.W. 
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REVIEWS. 


GENERAL BOOKS. 


Lee, Ipa (Mrs. CHARLES Bruce Marriott), F.R.G.S. The Log- 
books of ‘‘ The Lady Nelson.” Illus. Demy., pp. xiv., 328. 
Grafton & Co. 1915. Price ros. 6d. net. 

A book which deals with the early records of Australian discovery is of 
special interest at a time when the Colonies are more closely in touch with the 
Mother-Country than perhaps at any earlier period. To every Englishman 
of the present day the story of British exploration, with its natural accompani- 
ments of courage and love of adventure, must appeal in a double sense. 
That so small a craft as the ‘“‘ Lady Nelson,” the pioneer brig of sixty tons, 
could do the work she did at the close of the eighteenth century, is little short 
of a miracle, when regarded in comparison with the capacity of modern 
sea-leviathans. Her extraordinary achievements appear from the log-books 
which the author has made public for the first time, in company with many 
unique charts which have an important bearing on the history of a great 
Colony. Mrs. Marriott has done a considerable service to students and her 
book should find a place in every library to which those have access who 
desire to understand the building-up of the British Empire—as all true 
Britons must do! 


Puiturps (D. Ruys). The Celtic Countries: Their Literary 
and Library Activities. pp. 42, 8vo. Paper, Is. 3d. I9gI5. 
Morgan & Higgs, Swansea. 

An interesting resumé of the libraries and literature of Wales, Scotland, 
Ireland, Cornwall, Isle of Man, Brittany, Patagonia, etc. The Patagonia 
reference is rather a startler until we discover that there is a large Welsh 
colony which has existed since 1865, and has kept its language and customs 
to such an extent as to become almost an international bone of contention 
between this country and the Argentine Republic. 


FICTION. 


ERSKINE, PAYNE. A Girl of the Blue Ridge. Cr. 8vo., pp. 401. 

Sampson Low, Marston & Co., Ltd. 1915. 

Lury Bab is an unspoilt child of nature, a beautiful untrained girl of 
the North Carolina Mountains. Her love for her little brother, whom she 
calls Honey-Son, and her loyalty to Dave Turpin, who is accused of murdering 
her father, are passionate and primitive emotions, doubly strengthened 
by Lury’s innate simplicity. 

Her chief troubles are that her mother and father have been done to death 
by the greed and cruelty of others, that her drunken connection by marriage, 
Ellen Furman, lives in the cottage that is rightfully hers, and that all her 
friends are implicated in running an illicit still. But she faces her difficulties 
with admirable courage, and makes a friend of old Daniel McEwan, one of 
the best-drawn characters in the book, whom she assures of her right to 
Honey-son, again and again in the characteristic phrase, “‘ He be mine, he be. 
Maw done give ’im to me.” 

Mrs. Payne Erskine is to be congratulated on the strong local atmosphere 
of her story, and if its dialect at times grows obtrusive to the English reader, 
it is relieved by the pretty love story of Peg Kitchel and Barney O'Harrow, 
who, arriving at the settlement from more civilized places, speak English. 
Those who read Lury’s story will have their reward, if they care for fresh 
breezes from the top of Old Abe Mountain. 
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LIBRARY PUBLICATIONS. 
CATALOGUES. 


GATESHEAD PuBLIC LIBRARY. CATALOGUE OF THE JUVENILE 
Section. Compiled by Robert Lillie, Librarian and Secretary. 
1915. 143 pp- 

A useful catalogue of the juvenile section. The subject-entries are 
printed in heavy type, names in biography have the dates of birth and 
death, and many obscure titles are annotated. 


HITCHLER, THERESA. Cataloging for Small Libraries. Revised 
edition. 8vo. pp. 8+316. Chicago: A.L.A. Publishing Board. 
London, Grafton & Co. 6s. 3d. net. 

This work is another example of the thorough manner in which American 
library economy is being taught. The Cataloguing Rules are here given in 
a form specially adapted for the smaller American library, with many hints 
and helps to the librarian who, it may be mentioned, is always spoken of as 
** she.” 

The enormous help that the Library of Congress by its system of supplying 
printed catalogue cards is to the smaller library, is well brought out, and shows 
very clearly the value of a central library organization. 

The author lays especial stress on the necessity for the small library 
to do more cataloguing of the analytical kind than the large institutions. 
Having fewer books, it must make them do more work, and every piece of 
information they contain should be indexed. The bibliographical helps and 
index make the volume exceedingly handy, and although the practice may 
differ from the English in many respects, the book as a whole cannot but be 
useful to librarians in this country. 


REPORTS. 


John Crerar Library, Chicago, Twentieth Annual Report for 
the year 1914, shows an attendance during the year of 160,380 
visitors. The total accessions of books during the year was 16,300, 
and the total number of volumes in the Library is 353,000. 

Finsbury Public Libraries Committee, Report for the year 
ended March 31st, 1915, is prefixed to the Quarterly Guide for 
Readers, July. The parishes of St. Luke and Charterhouse are 
proposed for the adoption of the Public Libraries Acts. Under 
this scheme it is proposed to levy a rate for library purposes of 
}d. in the £ over the whole Borough. The penny rate at present 
yields {2,006 and under the new scheme it is estimated that the $d. 
rate will produce £2,012. The total stock numbers 38,681 volumes, 
and the issues were 174,979. 

Haverhill (Mass.) Public Library, Fortieth Annual Report for 
the year ending December 31st, 1914, reports a total issue of 
197,398, which is an increase of 1,472 over the previous year. 
‘* The new rule which went into effect the previous year by which 
each borrower could take at one time as many books of non-fiction 
as were needed undoubtedly helped to increase the circulation.” 
Haverhill is the scene of Whittier’s ‘‘ Snowbound,” and the Library 
has a special collection of Whittier items. 
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Borough of Richmond, Surrey, Thirty-fourth Annual Report 
of the Public Library Committee, 1914-15, shows an issue of 
84,618. ‘* The average issue for public libraries in Great Britain 
is 180 for every 100 of the population. In Richmond the average 
is 250. As regards the stock of books, the libraries throughout the 
country show 30 volumes per 100 of the population. Richmond 
has a percentage of 115.”" The total number of tickets in use is 
2,695. The stock numbers 38,875. 

St. Joseph, Missouri, Public Library, Twenty-fifth Annual 
—— for the year ending April 30th, 1915, reports the number 
of borrowers to be 20,197, being about 25 per cent. of the entire 
population. The issue of books was 282,453. 

Twickenham Free Public Library, Twenty-ninth Report, 
1914-15, shows a stock of 3,489 volumes in the Reference Depart- 
ment, and 14,009 volumes in the Lending Department. The 
issue of books amounted to 102,043 volumes, a slight increase over 
the previous year. The tickets in force number 3,450. There is a 
special collection on Alexander Pope. A feature in this Report 
is worthy of being copied ; the number of volumes in each class is 
given for 1913, 1914, and 1915, which shows the relative growth of 
each class year by year. 

Tynemouth Public Library, North Shields, Fifty-fifth Annual 
Report of the Public Library Committee, 1914-1915, shows the 
issue to be 172,384, and the number of borrowers’ tickets in force 
to be 6,438. The stock numbers 28,158. 

County Borough of Huddersfield, Seventeenth Annual Report 
of the Public Library and Art Gallery, year ended March 31st, 1915, 
shows the combined total of books issued and consulted at the 
Central Lending, Reference, and Patent Libraries, and the Almond- 
bury Branch Library for the year was 238,349, an increase of 
6,498 over the previous year. The total stock of books in all 
departments, exclusive of the Patent Library, is 40,327. In the 
School Libraries, which number 28, there was an issue of 33,548 
volumes. 

BULLETINS. 
BRITISH. 

Gateshead Library Record, April-June, contains the usual 
features ; Nottingham Library Bulletin, August, contains an author 
list of English fiction added during 1914-15. Norwich Public 
Library Readers’ Guide for July contains an annotated bibliography 
of Lord Nelson. 


AMERICAN. 

Chicago Public Library Book Bulletin, June, contains the 
following : ‘‘ Beginning June rst, and available until September rst, 
the Chicago Public Library will issue a Vacation Card to any 
registered reader who makes personal application for it at the 
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Main Library or at any of the thirty-two branches maintained b 
the Library Board. The privileges represented by this card, 
which is intended primarily for readers who expect to spend a 
prolonged period on vacation trips outside the city, entitle the 
holder to the use of ten books at one time (not more than half of 
which may be novels), for such time prior to the expiration of the 
limit as may be required. No renewal is necessary within such 
period, but the books must be returned before the final limit set 
by the regulations covering their use. In order that residents of 
Chicago who are unable to leave their daily work for the country, 
or otherwise, and find it impossible or inconvenient to spend their 
vacations elsewhere, may enjoy to the fullest extent the resources 
of the Library, with the least inconvenience in the procurement of 
the books from the Main Library or its branches, arrangements have 
been made, as in former years, to issue to those who apply in person 
for such privilege, the use of what is to be known as a Summer Card. 
On this card there may be drawn at one time not to exceed five 
books in any department of literature, whether fiction or non- 
fiction, and these may be retained one full calendar month without 
the customary renewal feature after having had the book two 
weeks. As this new feature of ready use of books with the least 
attachment of red tape promises to be popular, and as the conse- 
quent use of these cards will probably be considerable, a special 
attendant will be provided at the Information Desk to respond 
to such demands as may come from this source.” 

Bulletin of the Grand Rapids Public Library, June, contains the 
usual features, and so does the Bulletin of the Haverhill Public Library; 
Massachusetts Library Club Bulletin, May, contains the programme of 
the Jamestown meeting of the Library Associations of Connecticut, 
Massachusetts, and Rhode Island; The Newarker (Newark, New 
Jersey) continues its sparkling and witty notes ; Monthly Bulletin 
of the Free Public Library, New Bedford, Mass., contains the usual 
features; Branch Library News published monthly by the New 
York Public Library, June, contains a list of stories and poems 
for vacation days for children ; Monthly Bulletin of the Carnegie 
Library of Pittsburgh, June, contains its usual features, and so do 
the St. Louis Public Library Monthly Bulletin and the Monthly 
Bulletin of the Public Library of the District of Columbia ; Wisconsin 
Library Bulletin, June, contains an article by Miss Pearl I. Field, 
Chicago Public Library, entitled, ‘‘ Libraries in Business.” 


FOREIGN. 


Bogsamlingsbladet, June-July, contains notes on the Denmark 
libraries; Het Boek, July, contains a biographical sketch and 
portrait of Dr. C. P. Burger, Librarian of the University Library 
of Amsterdam, with a list of his works. 
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LIBRARY ASSOCIATIONS. 
THE LIBRARY ASSOCIATION ELECTION. 
RESULT OF BALLOT. 
The result of the recent Library Association election is 
announced to be as follows :— 
London Councillors elected. 
W.E. Doubleday .. 266  ##W.R.B. Prideaux 228 


A. W. Pollard 246 C. W. F.Goss .. 227 

F. Pacy os Wm. C. Plant .. 216 

J. H. Quinn .. 238 +#E.A.Baker .. 212 

H. Jones G. Preece — 

A. E.Twentyman .. 233 G.H. Palmer .. 197 
Not elected. 


W. S.C. Rae .. J.C. Willmer .. 71 
Country Councillors elected. 

G. T. Shaw .. W. C. B. Sayers.. 194 

J. Hutt.. — R. Ashton 

B. Anderton .. a A. Lancaster .. 185 

W. Powell os «+ 206 H. D. Roberts .. 185 

E. A. Savage .. os A. H. Furnish .. 183 


S. A. Pitt oo H. Bond oo 
T. W. Hand .. ——— Butler Wood .. 180 
R. K. Dent... 205 J. Minto .. 
C. Madeley .. 199 C. Riddle ©6898 
Miss Pierce... H. T. Folkard .. 169 
Not elected. 
G. A. Stephen -- 166 A. Sparke 
C. Leigh 158 J. Pomfret 
H. Tapley Soper R. Gordon 
C. Hunt os J. W. Singleton 114 


There are several changes. Mr. Bond, who, on account of his 
appointment to Portsmouth, resigned his seat as a London 
Councillor, has been elected a Country Councillor, and his original 
place has been filled by Mr. George Preece, of Stoke Newington, 
who is new to the Council. In addition to Mr. Bond, the new 
Country Councillors are Miss Kate Pierce, the nominee of the 
Committee of Women Librarians and Assistants, and Mr. Sayers, 
who returns to the Council after an absence of a year. Messrs. 
G. A. Stephen and Tapley Soper, both of whom have done good 
service for the Association, the latter as a Councillor of some years’ 
standing, have been displaced. 


THE LIBRARY ASSISTANTS’ ASSOCIATION. 


The Library Assistants’ Association held its twentieth annual 
meeting on Wednesday, June 23rd, at Sion College, when 
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about thirty members and friends were present. After refresh- 
ments had been served the visitors, under the kindly direction 
of Mr. E. C. Thomas, were shown round the library and permitted 
to examine the admirably displayed exhibition of manuscripts 
and prints selected from the treasures of the most historic libraries 
in London. 

The Chair being taken by the Vice-President (Mr. H. G. Sureties), 
the Annual Report was presented by the Hon. Secretary (Mr. W. 
Benson Thorne). The names of the Council and officers for the 
year 1915-16 were then announced :—President: Mr. E. G. Rees 
(Westminster) ; Vice-President: Mr. G. W. Strother (Leeds) ; 
Hon. Treasurer: W. G. Chambers (Woolwich) ; Hon. Secretary, 
Mr. W. Benson Thorne (Poplar). London Members :—Mr. G. R. 
Bolton (Stoke Newington); Mr. R. F. Bullen (Poplar); Mr. R. 
Cooper (Battersea); Miss R. L. Duménil (Hackney); Miss M. 
Gilbert (Fulham) ; Mr. W. G. Hawkins (Fulham) ; Mr. J. F. Hogg 
(Battersea) ; Mr. C. H. R. Peach (Gray’s Inn); Mr. H. Smith 
(Bishopsgate); Mr. J. D. Young (Greenwich). Non-London 
members :—Mr. H. W. Checketts (Birmingham) ; Mr. W. Morgan 
(Cardiff) ; Mr. W. E. Owen (Leamington) ; Mr. F. W. C. Pepper 
(Birmingham) ; Mr. J. Ross (Liverpool) ; Mr. H. A. Sharp (Croydon); 
Mr. H. G. Sureties (Hornsey) ; Mr. N. Treliving (Leeds) ; Mr. J. E. 
Walker (Tottenham) ; Mr. J. Warner a Representatives 
of Branches :—Mr. T. H. Evans (Dublin) ; Mr. H. Grindle (Birming- 
ham); Mr. J. Briggs (Newcastle); Mr. E. A. Peppiette (Liverpool) ; 
Mr. A. Webb (Brighton) ; Mr. F. C. Bullock (Cardiff); Mr. R. W. 
Parsons (Bradford). 

A cordial vote of thanks to the Council and Officers of the 
previous year having been moved and seconded by Messrs. Cooper 
(Battersea) and F. E. Sandry (Canning Town), and replied to by 
Mr. J. D. Young (Greenwich), the presentation to Mr. and Mrs. 
W. C. Berwick Sayers on the occasion of their retirement from the 
Council of the Association took place. In making the presentation 
the Chairman voiced the good wishes of the members for the future 
welfare of the late Hon. Secretary and Mrs. Sayers, mentioning 
the debt of gratitude which the Association owes to them both for 
their labours on its behalf. In a eulogistic speech Mr. W. G. 
Chambers seconded the presentation. Mr. W. C. Berwick Sayers 
in heartily thanking the Association for its splendid gift, regretted 
that he was no longer an active worker on the Council. But as 
an honorary fellow he should never lose his interest and affection 
for the Association which had done so much for him. 

The incoming President, Mr. E. G. Rees, was then welcomed 
into the chair by Mr. H. G. Sureties. Addressing the meeting, 
the President remarked he had no presidential address to give as 
announced. He proposed briefly to survey the past of the Associa- 
tion, to glance at the present, and to give a few suggestions for the 
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future. He commented on the fact that but for the Library 
Association there would have been no Library Assistants’ Associa- 
tion. The meetings of the one caused the idea of the formation of 
the other. This was in 1895. He spoke of the splendid, whole- 
hearted work given by the pioneers of the Association, Messrs. B. 
Dyer, Peddie, Fortune and others. Work and time had been 
given ungrudgingly, lavishly. He praised, too, the cordiality of 
those far-sighted members of the Library Association, who dis- 
cerned what the small band of workers might achieve, and en- 
couraged them with help and praise. He mentioned Messrs. H. 
Jones, F. Campbell, J. D. Brown, and A. Cotgreave especially. 
Graphically surveying the work, ever widening and branching 
out, which the Association had achieved and was achieving, the 
President urged the necessity of enthusiasm to-day ; much was 
done, but much remained to be done in the future. Although 
the Association numbered nearly seven hundred members, yet 
with approximately three thousand assistants in the profession, 
the membership should be much larger. 

A hearty vote of thanks to the Court and Governors of Sion 
College and to the Sub-Librarian, Mr. C. E. Thomas, for their 
hospitality, concluded an interesting meeting. M.G. 


LIBRARY ASSOCIATION EXAMINATION. 
CLASSIFICATION. 
(31 candidates sat, 22 candidates passed.) 

Honours.—N. Treliving, Leeds. 

MeriT.—J. Ross, Liverpool; Miss A. Strickland, Ladies’ 
College, Cheltenham. 

Pass.—C, A. Bradley, Glasgow; G. G. Clarke, West Hartle- 

1; Miss S. F. Fergusson, Ladies’ College, Cheltenham ; 
F. Haynes-Bath, Croydon; Miss M. Heap, Keighley; W. 
Hynes, Hove; Miss E. A. Moore, Ladies’ College, Cheltenham ; 
E. Okell, Bolton ; Miss A. M. Payne, Worthing; Miss G. Rees, 
Newport, Mon. ; A. T. Ridley, Greenwich ; Miss G. E. Searight, 
Ladies’ College, Cheltenham ; Miss M. T. Skues, 52, Lowcay Road, 
Southsea ; F. S. Smith, Wood Green ; W. Smith, Bolton ; C. F. G. 
Tessier, Greenock ; Miss A. M. Travis, Liverpool; M. J. Wrigley, 
Stockport ; Miss E. Young, Brighton. 


LIBRARY ORGANISATION, 


(16 candidates sat, 13 candidates passed.) 


Honours.—Nil. 
MERIT.—N. McColvin, Croydon. 
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Pass.—C. C. Barnard, Royal Society of Medicine, London ; 
W. Blease, Manchester ; Miss L. Cross, Manchester ; H. M. Ellison, 
Bolton ; Miss G. M. Glubb, 37, Queen’s Gate Gardens, South 
Kensington ; H. Y. Huddart, Birkenhead ; Miss M. M. Jordan, 
Manchester ; F. M. Meakin, Tottenham ; J. A. Merrishaw, Darwen ; 
Miss M. Quinn, Manchester ; W. Robertshaw, Bradford ; G. Wilkins, 
Lancaster. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY. 
(10 candidates sat, 6 candidates passed.) 


Honours.—Nil. 

MERIT.—Nil. 

Pass.—J. L. Davison, Bolton; J. D. Gifford, Bolton; H. 
Groom, Isleworth ; J. V. Jacobs, Twickenham ; C. Stott, Rochdale ; 
H. S. Wilson, Birmingham. 


LIBRARY ROUTINE. 
(108 candidates sat, 35 candidates passed.) 


Honours.—Nil. 

Merit.—Miss A. Honey, 52, Clonmel Road, Fulham ; J. W. 
Lucas, Bolton; Miss Milward, Birmingham; W. J. Randall, 
Liverpool ; Miss J. Webster, Lincoln. 

Pass.—Miss M. D. Armstrong, Liverpool; Miss C. Bain, 
Manchester ; D. Barry, Dublin ; S. G. Beagley, Petersham, Surrey ; 
H. M. Ellison, Bolton ; Miss B. M. Gill, Worthing ; Miss E. Griffiths, 
Widnes; P. Hardman, Wigan; W. H. Haywood, Cardiff; J. 
Kearsley, Fulham ; R. F. Kennedy, Plumstead ; Miss. E. Kennett, 
Bromley, Kent ; Miss M. Lees, Glasgow ; Miss O. R. Lloyd, Islington; 
Miss A. L. Long, Liverpool ; Miss E. V. Luckhurst, Bromley, Kent ; 
R. W. Lynn, Sunderland ; N. McColvin, Croydon ; J. A. Merrishaw, 
Darwen ; Miss M. Peacock, Wallasey ; A. J. Peck, Enfield ; G. C. 
Poole, Kidderminster ; W. Prideaux, Camborne ; Miss V. D. Rivers, 
Manchester ; S. C. Robinson, Greenwich ; W. C. Smith, Dewsbury ; 
E. Terry, Plumstead ; L. J. Turner, Croydon ; Miss M. Walker, 
Manchester ; W. Williams, Bootle. 


SECTION 4, CATALOGUING. 
(68 candidates sat, 30 candidates passed.) 


Honovrs.—Nil. 

MERIT.—Miss E. K. Jones, Liverpool. 

Pass.—Miss E. Arrundale, Islington; D. Barry, Dublin ; 
F. J. Boardman, Huddersfield ; Miss O. M. Chevallier, Ipswich ; 
Miss L. Cutts, Liverpool ; Miss M. E. Day, Islington ; Balai lal Dutt, 
Calcutta; A. S. Ellison, Great Crosby; Miss S. F. Fergusson, 
Ladies’ College, Cheltenham ; J. W. Gardener, East Ham ; Miss D. 
Harrison, Warrington ; Miss F. O. Hadley, Islington ; F. Jackson, 
Manchester ; Miss E. F. L. Jackson, Islington; Miss H. Kluit, 
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Utrecht ; J. O. Knowles, St. Helens; L. McColvin, Croydon ; 
S. McCombie, Barking ; Miss E. A. Moore, Ladies’ College, Chelten- 
ham ; Miss K. M. Pogson, 30, St. John Street, Oxford; B. E. 
Rathbone, Northampton ; Miss G. Rees, Newport, Mon.; Miss G. 
Rost, Islington ; H. C. Sawtell, Wimbledon ; Miss D. N. Shepherd, 
Birkenhead ; Miss G. E. Searight, Ladies’ College, Cheltenham ; 
Miss A. Strickland, Ladies’ College, Cheltenham ; Miss G. K. Tillie, 
Glasgow ; W. Williams, St. Helens. 


CORRESPONDENCE, 


THE LIBRARY ASSOCIATION EXAMINATIONS. 


To the Editor of THE LipraARY WoRLD. 

DEAR Sir,—As an addendum to my remarks on the examina- 
tion papers in your June number, it is interesting to take a look at 
the results of the examination. Unfortunately it cannot be 
complete, because at the time of writing the examiners in catalogu- 
ing have not deigned to report. 

In the five sections the entries and passes were as follows :— 

Entries. Passes. 


Literary History oo 12 
Bibliography .. os 6 
Classification .. os 22 
Library organisation .. oe 13 
Library routine .. es 108 35 

182 88 


It is further interesting to note that 36 per cent. of the candi- 
dates were women, a result which may be attributed alternatively 
to the activity of the Committee of Women Librarians and Assis- 
tants which was formed a year or so ago by the L.A.A., or to the 
absence of eligible candidates at the colours. 

The distribution geographically of the candidates who passed 
is worth a word or two. London provided 11 of the passes ; 
Liverpool and district 5 ; Cheltenham 2; and Leeds 1; but that 
was an Honours won by Mr. Norman Treliving in Classification. 
These are places where there are or have been teaching centres, 
and amongst the other towns Bolton headed the list with 8 passes. 

The débacle which last year befell cataloguing students, this 
year befell those in library routine. 73 candidates failed. The 
reason is not far to seek. Juniors have been encouraged to believe 
that this is an easy section, and have entered for it in large numbers. 
It has been an evil thing in the past to accept a low standard in 
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this section such as the calibre of some assistants holding this 
certificate proves to have been the case. A stiffening of the 
standard here may result in a higher standard throughout the 
examination. 
I am, Sir, &c., 
A LONDON STUDENT. 


A LONDON CLUB FOR LIBRARIANS. 


To the Editor of THe Liprary WoRLD. 


S1r,—I am tempted to correct and enlighten our correspondent, 
Zenodotus, who has honoured with criticism in “Letters on Our 
Affairs ’’ my suggestion of a club for librarians in connexion with 
the Library Association. 

I fear he credits me with greater perception than I possess 
in attributing the suggestion tome. It had its origin years ago 
in London and amongst Londoners, and I revived it long before 
I left there. Consequently I did not suggest it as a result of my 
experiences as a ‘‘ provincial exile.” I have long thought, and 
still think, that a Club would be valuable, not only to provincial 
librarians, but also to Londoners. Not to all of the latter, of 
course, because many of them have offices and similar conveniences 
in London, which lessen the need of a Club considerably ; but 
there are many who would welcome its existence. 

I suggested the Library Association as the headquarters of 
this Club, because above all things I abominate divisions amongst 
our workers. The Association may not seem to be able to run a 
club, but this is a limitation of the librarian’s ability that I am 
not willing to admit; and I would point out that friendly gatherings 
of librarians take place every month in London, which have the 
club spirit, are well organized, and have been successful from both 
the business and social standpoints. 

The alternative suggested by Zenodotus, that a well-organised 
London Club should be approached to accept us as members, is 
impracticable. Fees in London Clubs range from four to twenty 
or more guineas per annum. That in itself is sufficient to condemn 
it ; but, further, the best clubs limit their membership to public 
schoolmen. No; what I suggest is very simple ; a place for rest, 
conversation, and refreshment, without marble staircases, Turkey 
carpets, liveried flunkeys and page-boys—a place which might be 
run for a few hundreds per annum. 

I think the Library Association could do it. 


W. C. BERWICK SAYERS. 
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